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DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION 

[001] This application claims the benefit of the filing date of U.S. Provisional 
Application No. 60/457,566, filed March 27, 2003, incorporated herein by reference. 

Field of the Invention 

[002] The invention relates generally to methods and apparatus for 
associating documents with shipping containers. 

Background of the Invention 

[003] Every day various articles are shipped domestically and 
internationally in sealed containers, such as, for example, containers, boxes, and 
envelopes. Along with the articles, it is sometimes necessary to include various 
documents to provide evidence of the contents of the sealed containers or to provide 
additional information. These documents may include bills, invoices, and 
documentation required by Customs, among others. 

[004] Typically, these documents are either affixed to the outside of the 
sealed container or placed inside the container along with the articles to be shipped. 
Each arrangement has its own drawbacks. For example, when the documents are 
affixed to the outside of the sealed container, there is an increased risk that the 
documents will be lost during the shipping process. This may occur because the 
containers come in contact with other containers or objects, thereby stripping the 
documents from the container. In these instances, the person or other entity 
shipping the container may be required to provide copies of the documents to either 
the receiver or Customs before the sealed container is accepted/delivered. If the 
documents are placed inside the sealed container, the container must be opened to 
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determine its contents or else the shipper will have to provide additional copies of 
the documents. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

[005] It is accordingly an aspect of the invention to provide an envelope 
that allows access to documents while reducing the risk of loss to them and without 
requiring the sealed container to be opened. 

[006] The present invention is directed to a system for associating 
documents with articles in a shipping container. The system includes an envelope 
having a generally flat body portion with an open end, first and second overlying flap 
portions extending from the open end and having oppositely facing exterior surfaces. 
The system also includes a shipping container having a main body and at least one 
cover portion that cooperates with the main body to enclose the articles. The 
envelope is receivable between the at least one cover portion and the main body of 
the shipping container and at least one of the first and second flap portions is 
affixable to an exterior surface of the container. 

[007] In another aspect, the present invention is also directed a method for 
associating documents with a shipping container having a main body with an exterior 
surface and at least one cover portion that cooperates with the main body to enclose 
a shipped article. The method includes placing an envelope beneath the at least 
one cover portion with an open end of the envelope accessible at a side of the cover 
portion and affixing a flap portion of the envelope to one of the exterior surface of the 
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main body and the cover portion of the shipping container to secure the envelope 
against removal from the container. 

[008] In yet another aspect, the present invention is also directed to an 
envelope for associating documents with articles in a shipping container having a 
main body portion with an exterior surface and at least one cover portion. The 
envelope may include a body portion having an open end to receive documents and 
at least one flap portion formed at the open end. The body portion has an exterior 
surface and the at least one flap portion may have an exterior surface continuous 
with the exterior surface of the body portion. The envelope may also include an 
adhesive layer formed on the exterior surface of the at least one flap portion for 
affixing the at least one flap portion to an exterior surface of the container when the 
body portion of the envelope is located beneath the at least one cover portion. 

[009] In yet another aspect, the present invention is directed to a package. 
The package may include a container having an exterior surface and a cover 
portion. The cover portion may be configured to at least partially close an opening in 
the container. The package may also include an envelope having a body portion 
and a flap portion. The body portion may be configured to receive an article through 
an open end, and may be substantially contained within the container. The flap 
portion may extend from the body portion and may be attached to the exterior 
surface of the container. 

[010] Additional aspects and advantages of the invention will be set forth in 
part in the description which follows, and in part will be obvious from the description, 
or may be learned by practice of the invention. The aspects and advantages of the 
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invention will be realized and attained by means of the elements and combinations 
particularly pointed out in the appended claims. 

[01 1] It is to be understood that both the foregoing general description and 
the following detailed description are exemplary and explanatory only and are not 
restrictive of the invention, as claimed. In addition, it is intended that any occurrence 
of the singular form of document and article can encompass the plural form of 
documents and articles. It is also intended that any plural form of documents and 
articles can encompass the singular form of document and article. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

[012] The accompanying drawings, which are incorporated in and 
constitute a part of this specification, illustrate one embodiment of the invention and 
together with the description, serve to explain the principles of the invention. In the 
drawings, 

[01 3] Fig. 1 is a plan view of an exemplary embodiment of an envelope of 
the present invention; 

[014] Fig. 2 is a plan view of the opposite side of the envelope of Fig. 1 ; 

[01 5] Fig. 3 is a front view of the envelope of Fig. 1 ; 

[016] Fig. 4 is a plan view of a sheet from which the envelope of Fig. 1 is 
formed; and 

[017] Figs. 5A, 5B, and 5C, are isometric schematic views of an exemplary 
embodiment of a system including the envelope of Fig. 1 and showing the method of 
using the envelope. 
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DESCRIPTION OF THE EMBODIMENTS 

[018] Reference will now be made in detail to the present exemplary 
embodiment of the invention, an example of which is illustrated in the accompanying 
drawings. Wherever possible, the same reference numbers will be used throughout 
the drawings to refer to the same or like parts. 

[019] One exemplary embodiment of an envelope 10 is shown in Figs. 1-4. 
As shown in Fig. 4, the envelope 10 is formed from a sheet 12 that includes a front 
panel 14 and a rear panel 16 separated from the front panel 14 by a fold line 15. 
The rear panel 16 includes a main portion 18 and side portions 20A, 20B separated 
from the main portion 18 by fold lines 19A, 19B, respectively. The front panel 14 
includes a main portion 22 and a first flap portion 24 separated from the main portion 
22 by a fold line 23. The rear panel 16 includes a second flap portion 26 separate 
from the main portion 18 by a fold line 25. The fold lines may be represented by 
such conventional means as perforations, creases, or simply by folds in the 
completed envelope. 

[020] As shown in Figs. 1 and 2, where the sheet 12 is folded into the 
shape of the envelope 10, the main portion 22 of the front panel 14 is sealed by an 
adhesive, for example, to the folded side portions 20A, 20B of the rear panel 16. 
The main portions 18, 22, and side portions 20A, 20B, form a body portion 28 of the 
envelop 10 defining an interior 30 and having three closed edges. The closed edges 
are formed at the fold lines 15, 19A, 19B. The fourth side of the envelope 10 is an 
open end 32 (shown in Fig. 3), which allows access to the envelope interior 30. The 
open end 32 is partially defined by the flap portions 24, 26 where they are joined at 
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the main portions 18, 22 of the front and rear panels 14, 16. The open end 32 
allows insertion of documents into the interior 30 of the envelope 10. 

[021] Each flap portion 24, 26 has an interior surface 34, 36, respectively, 
and an exterior surface 38, 40, respectively. The interior and exterior surfaces 34, 
36, 38, 40 of the flap portions 24, 26 are continuous with the interior and exterior 
surfaces of the body portion 28 when the envelope 10 is formed. As shown in 
Figs. 1-3, the flap portions 24, 26 may have different sizes and shapes to allow for 
quick identification and ease of separation of the flap portions during use. 

[022] Each of the flap portions 24, 26 includes an adhesive layer 42, 44, 
respectively, on respective exterior surfaces 38, 40. The adhesive layer 42, 44 may 
be applied to the exterior surfaces 38, 40 using any known process. For example, 
the adhesive layer may be formed of any suitable glue or tape. As shown in Figs. 1 
and 2, the adhesive layers 42, 44 do not cover the entire exterior surfaces of the flap 
portions 24, 26, but it is understood that different sizes, shapes, or locations of the 
adhesive layers 42, 44 on the exterior surfaces 38, 40 of the flap portions 24, 26 
may be used. The adhesive layers 42, 44 may be protected, if necessary, using any 
suitable means for the type of adhesive used. For example, a removable piece of 
document may be placed over each of the adhesive layers prior to use. 

[023] Indicator marks 46, 48 may be provided on respective interior 
surfaces 34, 36 of flap portions 24, 26. These indicator marks may be any shape, 
color, or contrast; and they may serve different purposes. For example, as shown in 
Fig. 3, the indicator marks 46, 48 may be arrows that point to the open end 32 of the 
body portion 28 of the envelope 10. This should make it possible for receivers or 
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Customs personnel to quickly locate the open end 32 and retrieve the contents from 
the envelope 10. The indicator marks may also be used to provide different 
information, such as, for example, logos, trademarks, or warnings. 

[024] The envelope 10 can be used as part of a system for shipping articles 
100, as shown in Figs. 5A-5C. The system 100 includes a container 102 to be 
sealed and an envelope 10. In the exemplary embodiment shown, the container is a 
box having a main body 103, two end flap portions 104, 106, and two side flap 
portions, such as sections or cover portions 108, 110. Other packaging 
arrangements may work equally well, such as, for example, some containers may 
have a single cover portion, which may be, for example, a flap or a removable lid. 

[025] Once the articles to be shipped are placed inside the container 102, 
the end flap portions 104, 106 are folded over into place. Next, the envelope 10, 
with or without the corresponding documents, is placed on top of at least one of the 
end flap portions 104, 106 such that the first and second flap portions 24, 26 extend 
beyond the container 102 as shown in Fig. 5B. 

[026] As shown in Fig. 5C, the cover portions 108, 1 1 0 are folded over into 
place in a manner such that the cover portions 108, 1 10 overlap the end flap 
portions 104, 106, and such that the cover portions 108, 1 10 cover the envelope 10 
and hold it in place between the cover portions 108, 1 10 and the end flap portions 
104, 106. Thus, the envelope 10 is disposed inside the container (i.e., not on the 
exterior surface) and adjacent to the cover portion. As shown in Figs. 5B and 5C, 
the envelope 10 is placed in the center of the container 102, but it is understood that 
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the envelope 10 could be placed off-center or beneath one of the cover portions 108, 
1 10 without departing from the scope of the invention. 

[027] In addition, it is understood that if a container has only a single cover 
portion, the envelope could still be held between the cover portion and the end flap 
portions. It is also understood that the container could be formed without end flap 
portions and that the envelope could be held between an edge of the container and 
a cover portion or a removable lid. 

[028] Finally, the first and second flap portions 24, 26 are folded over so 
that the adhesive layers 42, 44 on the exterior surfaces 38, 40 of the flap portions 
24, 26 are pressed into contact with an exterior surface of the container 102. Tape 
or other sealing means (not shown) may be applied to seal the edges of the cover 
flap portions 108, 1 10 and the open end 32. Alternatively, depending on the size of 
the container and/or the strength of the adhesive, the flap portions 20, 22 may be 
sufficient to seal the container 102. In this manner, the body portion 28 of the 
envelope containing the appropriate documents can be protected from contact with 
other containers that may be shipped. 

[029] In order to access the documents within the envelope 1 0, the receiver 
or Customs personnel can remove the portion of tape or other sealing means, if any, 
that seals the opening 32 and pull out the contents without opening the sealed 
container 102. If provided , the indicator marks 46, 48 can assist in locating the 
open end 32 of the envelope 10 for quick and easy inspection. In this manner, the 
articles remain sealed in the container 102, but the documents remain accessible. 
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[030] Alternatively, where the adhesive layers 42, 44 do not extend to the 
open end 32 of the envelope, the receiver or Customs personnel can cut or 
otherwise separate along or near one of the fold lines 23, 25 to separate one of the 
flap portions 24 or 26 from the body portion 28 of the envelope 10. Then the body 
portion 28 can be pulled from between the cover flap portions 108, 1 10 and end flap 
portions 104, 106 outside the container 102 to allow access to the documents. 

[031] After the documents have been reviewed, the container 102 can be 
resealed (with or without the documents) and processed as necessary. 

[032] Other embodiments of the invention will be apparent to those skilled 
in the art from consideration of the specification and practice of the invention 
disclosed herein. For example, it is possible to use an envelope with a single flap 
that adheres to the exterior of the container while the body portion of the envelope is 
protected by the cover portion(s) of the container. In addition, although the envelope 
has been described as being formed from a specific sheet, it is understood that 
many other sheet and envelope configurations can be formed without departing from 
the scope of the invention. 

[033] It is intended that the specification and illustrated examples are 
exemplary only, the true scope and spirit of the invention being apparent from the 
following claims. 
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